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REF: BANGKOK 24620 

1. 1 HAD THE OPPORTUNITY AT THE AIRPORT TO CORNER AIR 
MARSHAL SIT SAWETTASILA ON THE SUBJECT OF RLAF AIRPLANES AT 
DURON. I GAVE SIT THE SUBSTANCE OF MY NOVEMBER 21 TALK WITH 
CHATCHAI ON THIS SUBJECT AND POINTED OUT THAT THERE WERE TWO 
ASPECTS TO THIS QUESTION TO WHICH THE RTG MIGHT WISH TO 
ADDRESS ITSELF. 

A) THE PGNU HAD REQUESTED IN WRITING ONLY A PORTION OF 
THE LAO AIRCRAFT FLEET PRESENTLY IN THAILAND. IT SEEMED TO 

ME THAT THE PLANES WHOSE PRESENCE HERE WAS UNKNOWN TO THE LAO 
COULD BE DISPOSED OF WITHOUT DELAY. I SAID I HAD TRIED TO 
BRING THIS DISTINCTION TO CHATCHAI’S ATTENTION DURING OUR 
TALK BUT I DID NOT FEEL THAT HE HAD FOCUSED ON THIS 
NUANCE. 

B) THE NEED OF THE PHILIPPINES FOR T-28S WAS A 

REAL ONE AND THE LAO AIRCRAFT REPRESENTED A CONSIDERABLE 
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BE WORTHWHILE TO HAVE RTAF AND MACTHAI TAKE ANOTHER 
HARD LOOK AT THE T-28 PICTURE AND SEE WHETHER THERE WAS 
MERIT IN CONSIDERING FIDDLING AROUND WITH TAIL NUMBERS 
TO ASSURE THAT ANY PLANES LEFT AT UDORN WERE THE VERY 
WORST IN THE THEATER. 

2. AIR MARSHAL SIT SAID THAT IN HIS VIEW FOREIGN 
MINISTER CHATCHAI DID NOT UNDERSTAND THE RTG POSITION 
ON THE LAO AIRCRAFT. UNDER SECRETARY PHAEN HAD BEEN 
PRESENT AT THE NSC MEETING AT WHICH THIS PROBLEM HAD 
BEEN DISCUSSED AND HAD APPARENTLY NOT BRIEFED CHATCHAI 
PROPERLY. THE RTG POSITION WAS THAT THE LAO AIRPLANES 
WERE AN ISSUE BETWEEN THE PGNU AND THE USG IN WHICH THE 
RTG SHOULD NOT INTERVENE. 

3. COMMENT: AS AIR MARSHAL SIT WILL UNDOUBTEDLY 
DISCUSS THE RLAF AIRCRAFT PROBLEM WITH CHATCHAI DURING 
THE TRIP WASHINGTON, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT CHATCHAI 

MAY REVERSE HIMSELF DURING HIS STAY. THE FACT THAT WE 
ARE AWARE THAT CHATCHAI'S POSITION IS NOT IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH RTG POLICY WILL HAVE TO BE HANDLED GINGERLY. 
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